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Dr. Anjum..."The Poet of Tears-Imagery"
Prof. M.Y. Kohli.
" Poetry is a sigh that dries up tears" Kahlil Gibran.

The Poetry of Dr. Anjum is a study in exploration of human mind,
its depth and verity of human feelings. It is the study of psyche of loving
souls and expression of tender feelings. Anjum has explored and studied
various moodes of human mind... love, dejection, hatred, betrayal,
sympathy and agony, with acute care. Anjum has observed and recorded
the various shades of human mind with the piercing touch of poetic
devices and has successfully brought out the multi-faceted aspects of
never-resting human soul. He has tried to pervade the human spirit so as
to become one with it. .
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It is evident that the poet has been roaming in realm of existential
thought however it is devoid of any express object of propagating this
philosophy. This handling of the existential theme is purely humane and
the poet has not stretched it to the far end to make it anything heathen or
pagan. His deviation from the existentialism is obvious so far as aesthetic
ventures are concerned.
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Existential themes stare the readers in the face as line after

line, betrayal is depicted in most encompassing manner. The
contemporary situations are [presented in their full horror, so the readers
finding it unendurable may feel force to remedy it. Man's helpless
position has been brought over along with the emptiness of modern
w 0 r | d
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The poetry of Anjum is replete with symbolism. A cursory
glance at the lines is bound to mislead the reader, because if devoid of
symbol it will loose the flavor of human touch. The symbols as employed
by the poet convey the very nature of this universe and its creation .It
conveys the message in a very artistic manner, in most concise and apt
words. His symbols are the symbols of life and the sufferings attached to
it. These are thus speaking symbols, which whisper into the ear of the
reader a lot more than meets the eye. The most dominant symbol is the
"Tear-lmagery', which is the soul of Anjum'’s poetry. The 'tear' symbol has
refined and enriched his poetry giving it a sort of universal appeal. This
symbol alone is sufficient to impart immortality to his poetic work.
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Anjum has employed a host of poetic devices; as a result, his
poetry is ornate and lucid. Anjum's success lies in his use of most pure
form of Gojri dialect. His language is the language spoken by the native
speakers and is devoid of the impact of Urdu-vocabulary, which has
invaded and replaced Gojri words in most of the cases. He uses
day-to-day spoken Gojri with all its idioms and phrases.
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He has employed a variety of meters to express various human
moods. Long metrical form has been used to express serious thoughts,
whereas very short metrical form has been used in short musical lyrics.
However in most of the lines 'iambic pentameters' is employed.
It heightens the beauty of his verses and endorses
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freshness and eloquence.
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Use of poetic devices viz. his power of measure and eloquence
is unmatched. Assonance, alliteration and hyperbole give an enhanced
musical touch to his poetry. He has created some of the most
poetic lyrics in Gojri.
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His lines have the power to pierce and melt the hardest hearts.
He is equally adept in handling the tender feelings .
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We find soaring ecstasy in his lyrics 'fluke'. But the last lines
suddenly drop us toﬂthe abyss of gloom.
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Similarly while traveling through the realm of Anjum'’s teeming
and fertile imagination for a moment, the tenderness fades away
and the harsh reality crops up before us.
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He exposes the folly of surrendering the human will to all and
sundry. His view on this subject is puritan, as the creation according to
him must surrender to the will of the creator alone.
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Anjum's world as depicted in his verses appears to be a world of
gloom and pessimism, but a closer look reveals its true nature. He has
very faithfully and conscientiously depicted what he saw around him, the
life as it is lived. He has exposed intellectual and spiritual barrenness of
this age of bigotry. It is in fact a study in revealing the protoplasmic life
within. The poet saw tears all around him and he himself was no
exception to it. This didn't turn him into a pessimist but as a rationalist he
has attempted to understand truth underlying the principles of nature
especially in the widespread pain and pathos. His poetry is in fact a
continuous attempt to probe and lay bare the etiology of suffering. His
'tear imagery' is the strongest tool in his hands with which he has probed
the human sufferings.
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His mind is pained at what he finds around him and the human
suffering becomes his own suffering, and it is here that his poetry
becomes a full-throated cry of distress. His lines are clothed in pity and
pathos followed by sincerity. His lines constitute a voice of revolt against
bigotry and betrayal of this age. His poetry is not meant for casual
entertainment, it is in fact thought provoking and serious in nature. The
stamp of realism makes his poetry relevant and purposeful. His realism
has its genesis in the harsh realities of life. His world is the world of want
and deprivation where disease and death rule the day.
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The turmoil of new era has its im“pact on the mind of the poet
which he expresses  thus:
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Grave and tender observations with lucidity of style mark his
poetry in a very distinctive slur. On one side the readers find a realistic
description of intense and incessant human sufferings while on the other
beams of hope appear to pierce the prevailing darkness.
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The phantasmagoria of excruciating pain and unbearable
physical afflictions are presented with ethereal simplicity, which no
doubt is soul permeating. There are no cries no wailing, no lamentations
but the sufferings and pain manifest themselves in silent tears.
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Apart from learning and scholastic advancements, ‘Anjum is a born poet'.
MY Kohli
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1. Academy Best-Book Award (Dil Darya) 1995:e /i1

2. Himalayan 'Man of Letters' Award, (HEM)1999
3. Member, General Council,JK Cultural Academy

4. Secretary General, JK Anjuman Taraqi Gojri Adab
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